
 

 

 

“We nurture and inspire all academically, spiritually and 

personally”. 

 
 

 

Our Year 3 - 6 students started their swimming program this week. This starts a three week period of swimming 

for the whole school and is always a very disrupted and busy time of the year. The children often come home a 

little more tired than normal due to all the changes and the swimming they have been involved in. It’s 

important to make sure they are getting a good night's sleep each night over the next few weeks.  

 

Please continue to keep the Porte Family in your thoughts and prayers. It’s always a good idea to go back and 

read over the letter that was sent to families last week. This will help give you a reference point for 

conversations with your children if they ask how to interact with Lola, Sonny and Eddy over the next few 

weeks. We look forward to seeing the children back at school and will ensure all the necessary support is in 

place so that this can be a positive experience for them. 

 

Athletics Carnival 

On Friday in Week 1 our Year 3 - 6 students participated in the senior Athletics Carnival at St Leonards. This is 

always a great day for all involved. A huge thanks to all the parent volunteers that put their hand up to help out 

on the day, a very important aspect in ensuring the day is a success. Well done to Marian House on winning the 

carnival. Tomorrow the students who performed extra well last week will be representing our school at the 

NIJSSA Athletics Carnival. We wish them all the best. Congratulations to Indy Berwick and Ochanda Okeny who 

will be our Sports Captains for the Day. 

 

Crazy Sock Day 

Last week we celebrated Soctober by participating in a Crazy Sock Day. It’s always great that we can link our 

social justice campaigns with something that is fun. Thanks to everyone for getting involved and bringing a gold 

coin for a donation. All funds raised will go directly through Catholic Missions and support people in need in 

Zambia. 

 

Foundation Band and Strings 

Last Thursday, all the Foundation Band and Strings participated in workshop day. This is a great opportunity for 

the students to socialise with other students from Launceston Catholic schools and enjoy a fun day learning 

more about their instruments. This day also prepares them for the upcoming production on the 24th of 

November. 
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Gumnuts to Buttons 

On Monday Uncle Hank ran the Gumnuts to Buttons program with our Year 6 students. “From Gumnuts to 

Buttons” is an interactive educational simulation activity developed in Tasmania to help students and educators 

understand the history of Tasmanian Aboriginal people from their perspective. 

 

World Teacher Appreciation Day 

Tomorrow we will be celebrating World Teacher Appreciation Day. A special day in the year where we 

acknowledge and thank those very special people in our lives that guide us, inspire us, encourage us, and walk 

beside us every day. Teachers do far more than teach curriculum — they help shape character, nurture 

confidence, and open up opportunities for our young people to grow into the very best versions of themselves. 

 

At St Finn Barr’s, we are incredibly fortunate to have a staff who lead with compassion, generosity, and 

dedication. They show up each day ready to make a difference, not just through lessons, but through the 

countless quiet moments of care, patience and belief they show our students. 

 

I will be away all of next week on Long Service Leave. Belinda Perry will be the Acting Principal during my time 

away. I hope that you all enjoy the long weekend and get some time to rest and recharge for the remainder of 

the school year. 

 

Damien Taylor 

Principal 

 
 
 
 

SFB SPOTLIGHT 
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ONLINE FEEDBACK 2025 - COMPASS/SEESAW 

 

St Finn Barr’s  Online Feedback 2025 

Week 4 6 8 9 10 

Term 4 Religion Maths English 
 
 

End-of-year 
report 
 
PE  
Music 
Art 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

Mission Mass (Northern Catholic Schools) for October, was celebrated last Friday at the Church of the Apostles. 
Our Year 6 Student Leaders proudly represented St Finn Barr’s at the Mass, led by our newly installed 
Archbishop, Tony Ireland.  Following the Mass, students were given the opportunity to meet with His Grace and 
participate in a Q & A session with Catholic Mission Youth Engagement Officer, Rachel Prince. 
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Calendar 

Calendar - Term 4 2025 
October   

Friday 31st ●​ World Teacher Appreciation Day  

Friday 31st ●​ NIJSSA Athletics Carnival St Leonard’s Athletics Track 

November   

Monday 3rd ●​ Public Holiday - Recreation Day  

Tuesday 4th ●​ Year 3- 6 Swim Program 
●​ Prep - Yr 2 Swim Program 

Riverside Pool 
LAC 

Wednesday 5th ●​ Year 3- 6 Swim Program Riverside Pool 

Thursday 6th ●​ Year 3- 6 Swim Program 
●​ Prep - Yr 2 Swim Program 

Riverside Pool 
LAC 

Friday 7th ●​ Prep - Yr 2 Swim Program LAC 

Monday 10th ●​ Prep - Yr 2 Swim Program 
●​ ATSI Camp 

LAC 
Camp Banksia  

Tuesday 11th ●​ Prep - Yr 2 Swim Program 
●​ ATSI Camp 
●​ Kinder Green 2026 Orientation Session #1 

LAC 
Camp Banksia  
12:30 - 2pm 

Thursday 13th ●​ Development Band & Development Strings Workshop 
●​ Prep - Yr 2 Swim Program 

St Ailbe’s Hall 
LAC 

Friday 14th  ●​ Prep - Yr 2 Swim Program 
●​ Kinder Gold 2026 Orientation Session #1 

LAC 
12:30-2pm 

Tuesday 18th  ●​ Kinder Green 2026 Orientation Session #2 12:30 - 2pm 

Wednesday 19th ●​ Tasmania Zoo Excursion - Kinder Green & Gold 9am - 2pm 

Friday 21st ●​ Primary Schools Triathlon 
●​ Kinder Gold 2026 Orientation Session #2 

Devonport Bluff 
12:30 - 2pm 

 
For more  information on events at school please see links below. 
 

●​School Calendar 
 

●​Term Dates  

https://www.stfinnbarrs.tas.edu.au/calendar
https://catholic.tas.edu.au/term-dates
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NEWS FROM THE PARISH OFFICE 

 

Community News 
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